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SERVING SCHOOLS WITH UPCYCLING 
Distributing Resources for a Sustainable Future 

 
West Palm Beach, FL March, 2016 – Resource Depot has a mission: to focus its goals on 
education through imagination. For over 15 years now, this non-profit has encouraged Palm 
Beach County residents to reuse rubbish and upcycling with a creative and twist educational.  
They collect items that are clean, safe and reusable, that would have otherwise gone to a landfill, 
and distribute them freely through membership to local teachers, organizations, and individuals 
for use in creative and educational projects.   
 
They believe in a more creative and sustainable future for our world by starting with the local 
community. And most importantly, they believe that everyone can become more conscious of 
what they throw away and the potential left in waste products. 
 
But Resource Depot does more than just collect and distribute upcycled items, they also teach 
ways to put all these things to use at home, in the classroom, or in a business. This is 
accomplished through field trips, summer camps, in-house workshops, and outreach programs. 
 
One excellent example of the way the community benefits is by partnering with dozens of schools 
in the county, like Palm Springs Community Middle School in West Palm Beach, FL. The 6th 
grade Science and Math Teacher, Ms. Cristina Rottura, has been affiliated with Resource Depot 
for the past three years now after meeting them at a statewide green conference where Resource 
Depot was a presenter. She has been able to gather everything from materials for science 
experiments, to the tables that have been sanded and painted with whiteboard paint so students 
can write directly on them during class, to organizing bins, to office supplies and many other 
practical as well as creative materials. Her school’s membership with Resource Depot has also 
allowed her to share with their diverse population of over 1,600 students much needed school 
supplies that most of the students could not otherwise afford. With the help of Resource Depot, 
these children, like so many others in the county, are able to participate in hands-on projects and 
use their creativity to learn. 
 
Resource Depot gets its message out by partnering with the county’s Solid Waste Authority, with 
other children’s organizations, as well as many environmental and sustainable groups and events. 
In addition they hold teacher workshops offering creative lesson plans and projects that educators 
can utilize with the materials from Resource Depot, even offering a “Drop Stop” program where 
they will bring all plans and materials right to your door. 
 
How does a non-profit make all this happen? One way is through grants, another is through 
yearly membership dues but most importantly it is by support from the local community at large. 
To this end, on February 27th, Resource Depot had their 9th annual “Evening for the Earth”. An up 
scaled event with a 1920s Speakeasy theme, including casino-style gaming tables, character 
actors in dress, surprises entertainment, and loads of raffle prices worth $500 or more, as well as a 



	  
live auction for a week’s vacation in the mountains of N.C. And to top it off special guest, 
Ashleigh Walters from WPTV NewsChannel 5 was the emcee for the evening. 
 
Resource Depot’s goal is to fill minds, not landfills, inspiring individuals to make a difference in 
the world through environmental awareness and to participate in the ripple effect of taking small, 
but immediate action towards making a community a better place. 
 
Resource Depot is located at 2510 Florida Avenue in West Palm Beach, FL. Please visit the 
website at http://www.resourcedepot.net/ for all impact related statistics, events and other 
inspirational activities. 
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