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HOME IS WHERE THEY UNDERSTAND YOU 
A community of youth coming together to artistically explore the meaning of the word “home.” 

 
What does “home” mean to a child?  
 
That is the question being explored by the sixty students taking part in The Word: A “HOME” Based 
Community Art Residency.  
 
The HOME Residency consists of groups of youth, ranging in age from elementary to high school. Children 
who come from a background where the arts are often considered a luxury beyond their reach…children 
who now have a chance to express themselves through creative movement, spoken word and the visual 
arts…children who wouldn’t have had this opportunity before.  
 
Those children invite you to come see, hear and feel what they have to say. 
 
The Word: A “HOME” Based Community Art Residency makes its debut performance on Friday, January 25, 
2013 at the Northwood Village Art & Wine Promenade at 6:30pm on the Lot 23 Stage located at 
Northwood and Broadway. The show is free for all ages. 
 
Made possible by a grant from the Cultural Council of Palm Beach County, the “HOME” Residency is 
facilitated by the educational team at local non-profit Resource Depot; Connie Christman and Jennifer 
O’Brien, in partnership with teaching artist Sonja Kelly, founder of Divinity Dance. For three weeks, they 
have been working with students in the afternoons after school, first defining and developing their ideas, 
then creating in their chosen medium, and finally preparing their works for the January 25th performance. 
 
For one of the student artists named China, “Home is not where you live. It is where they understand you.”  
 
Comfort and understanding, though, are just a few concepts relating to “HOME.” How else can you define 
“home”? Is home just the building in which you live, or do you define home to include your town, state, 
country? 
 
The students involved in the HOME Residency took that concept one step further, expanding their 
definition of home to include our Earth as a whole by working with materials and guidance from Resource 
Depot. Resource Depot is a Palm Beach County-based non-profit whose mission is to keep reusable 
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materials out of the landfill to benefit local educators and their students through arts and environmental 
education. For fourteen years, they have been a source for teacher materials, helping to reduce their out of 
pocket costs, and at the same time promoting eco-awareness and responsibility through creative reuse at 
workshops, school field trips and community events. 
 
So many definitions, thoughts and feelings surrounding one word lead to as many means of expression.  
This is what makes the collaborative, multimedia approach to the HOME project so engaging, and what is 
sure to make the debut performance of these students’ artworks a don’t miss event. 
 
For more information on The Word: A “HOME” Based Community Art Residency or about Resource Depot’s 
mission to preserve the environment through arts and education, visit www.resourcedepot.net. Visit 
www.northwoodvillage.org or www.palmbeachculture.com to learn more about the partnering 
organizations involved in the HOME Residency. 
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