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If you dig it; they will come: Whole Kids Foundation™ seeding change 

with school garden grants  
Students at Bright Futures Academy expand classroom education to the garden    

 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL.  (July 3, 2012) – Bright Futures Academy will receive a grant to expand a 

garden through Whole Kids Foundation’s School Garden Grant Program, which was created in 

partnership with FoodCorps to help schools grow students’ relationships with food through gardening.  

 

The Foundation is currently extending $2 million in grant funds to over 1,000 schools and garden-related 

nonprofits throughout the country, which will support a broad range of projects including raised bed 

garden construction, vertical gardens and larger-scale expansions in schools, outdoor classroom projects, 

composting and rainwater collection.   

 

At Bright Futures Academy, “community involvement in school activities on school grounds as well as at 

local events is paramount to the success of our gardening program. We have had numerous events over 

the past year to incorporate the community coming to the garden and for the garden to be brought out to 

the community with the intension of exposure education and community support.” Local non-profit 

organization Resource Depot is the schools community partner and will assist with the garden 

throughout the school year. 

 

“We were overwhelmed by the enthusiasm for the School Garden Grant Program,” says Nona Evans, 

executive director of Whole Kids Foundation. “It is so inspiring to see the diversity and creativity in the 

types of gardens that will be planted across the country and the interaction between the students and 

their communities.” 

 

In addition to grant funds, each recipient will receive a copy of “How to Grow a School Garden” by 

Arden Bucklin-Sporer and Rachel Pringle, a digital garden kit, seed packages from High Mowing 

Organics, discounts for gardening supplies and ongoing opportunities for mentoring and support from 

FoodCorps, which will help schools build and sustain their gardens to ensure long-term success.   

 

Founded in June 2011 by Whole Foods Market, Whole Kids Foundation is based in Austin, Texas, and 

operates as an independent, nonprofit organization. By empowering schools and inspiring families, the 

Foundation aims to help children reach optimal health through the strength of a healthy body fueled by 

nutritious food choices.   
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Whole Kids Foundation is committed to continued funding for school gardens.  The next grant window 

will be announced once the current round of grant administration is complete.  The best way to stay up to 

date is the website wholekidsfoundation.org.  

### 
 

 

About Whole Kids Foundation® 

Founded in June 2011 by Whole Foods Market, Whole Kids Foundation’s mission is to improve children’s 

nutrition.  Through partnerships with innovative organizations, schools and educators, the Foundation 

works to provide children access to healthier food choices.  Currently, the Foundation is focused on three 

primary areas:  salad bars to schools, school garden grants and teacher nutrition education.  For more 

information visit www.wholekidsfoundation.org. 
 

About FoodCorps 

FoodCorps is a national nonprofit that seeks to reverse childhood obesity by increasing children's 

knowledge of, engagement with and access to healthy food. The centerpiece of its work is an AmeriCorps 

public service program that recruits young leaders for a year of service in high-obesity, limited-resource 

communities of need. Service members build and tend school gardens, conduct hands-on nutrition 

education and facilitate Farm to School programming that brings high quality, local food into schools. 
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